Digital Divide Grants
The EDS Foundation requests proposals for the Digital Divide Grants program. The Foundation recognizes that there is an access and technology gap that exists between the rich and poor, minorities and majority communities, the connected and the unconnected, and the haves and the have nots. Additionally, there is a gap growing between the developed and industrialized countries and the developing and lesser developed countries. The EDS Foundation will focus its grant programs on supporting the solutions to the digital divide that affect communities globally. EDS will fund programs that provide the following:
· Access: Provision of computers and Internet connections to community access centers such as schools, libraries, community organizations, and other public access points. The EDS Foundation would provide access grants only if the other program elements were present. The foundation would not fund access only. 
· Content: Educational software and other programs. This could range from elementary and secondary school academic software to programs that prepare adults for the workplace. 
· Professional development: Training programs targeted to teachers, counselors, program administrators and staff on how to maximize the use of technology. 
· Evaluation: Each program would have to define its objectives and demonstrate how it measures success. 
Deadlines: Feb. 28 (for Apr. 28 meeting), June 27 (for Aug. 26 meeting), and Oct. 17 (for Dec. 10 meeting).
INQUIRIES: Diane Spradlin, 972/605-8429, diane.spradlin-eds@eds.com; WEB: http://www.eds.com/about/community/foundation/. 
Mike
Office of Vice President for Research/Office of Proposal Development
http://vpr.tamu.edu/opd/index.php?fuseaction=staff_main
Digital Divide Category 

Today, there is an access and technology gap that exists between the rich and the poor, minorities and majority communities, the connected and the unconnected, and the "haves" and the "have-nots". Additionally, there is a gap growing between the developed/industrialized countries and the developing and the lesser-developed. This gap has been defined as the digital divide.

In support of its mission, the EDS Foundation will focus on supporting the solutions to the digital divide that affect communities globally. The EDS Foundation will fund programs that provide the following:

Access 

Provision of computers and Internet connections to community access centers such as schools, libraries, community organizations, and other public access points. The EDS Foundation would provide access grants only if the other program elements were present. The foundation would not fund access only. 

Content 

Educational software and other programs. This could range from elementary and secondary school academic software to programs that prepare adults for the workplace. 

Professional development 

Training programs targeted to teachers, counselors, program administrators and staff on how to maximize the use of technology. 

Evaluation 

Each program would have to define its objectives and demonstrate how it measures success. 

Other Program Categories 

Arts & Culture 

This could include support of outreach programs for exhibitions, special performances, concert series, exhibits, and arts education. 

Health & Human Services 

This could include programs that support pre-natal care, immunization, illness prevention, education on health care, access to health care, etc. 

General Education 

This could include after-school programs, mentoring, tutoring, etc. 

Guidelines 

The organization must be verified as a non-profit or charitable organization (or equivalent) according to each country’s rules and regulations. For the U.S., the organization must have a 501(c)(3) IRS tax-exempt code. The organization must have a current EDS employee volunteer partnership. 

For a complete description of guidelines, please click on the "EDS Foundation Guidelines" link below and download the Word document: 


· 
            Foundation Guidelines (Jan 2005)" \t "_blank" 
EDS Foundation Mission and Guidelines (Jan 2005)
 PDF, 89K 

2005 Meeting Dates

· April 28, 2005 -- Proposals due February 28, 2005 

· August 25, 2005 -- Proposals due June 27, 2005 

· December 15, 2005 -- Proposals due October 17, 2005 

Proposals are required to arrive in the Foundation office on or before the proposal due dates. 

Application 

All grant seekers must complete the appropriate foundation application and submit all supplemental information requested. For organizations in the U.S., please click on the "U.S. Application for Funding" and download to complete the form. For organizations outside the U.S., please click on the "Non-U.S. Application for Funding" and download to complete the form. Non-U.S. applications require a minimum request of $10,000 USD and must be completed in English. 


· 
            Application for Funding Jan 2005" \t "_blank" 
U.S. Application for Funding Jan 2005
 PDF, 107K 


· 
            Application for Funding Jan 2005" \t "_blank" 
Non-U.S. Application for Funding Jan 2005
 PDF, 109K 

Grant applications will be accepted throughout the year. Please mail your completed application to: 

EDS Foundation
5400 Legacy Drive, H3-6F-47
Plano, TX 75024
972 605 8429 

2004 Grants Awarded

The EDS Foundation awarded its 2004 grants during three grant periods. To learn more about each recipient and why they were selected, visit 2004 Grant Recipients. 

EDS Foundation Annual Reports 

The reports below include a summary of grants funded:

· EDS Foundation Annual Report 2003 12 May 2003 PDF, 184K 


· 
            Foundation Annual Report 2002 25 Feb 2003" \t "_blank" 
EDS Foundation Annual Report 2002 25 Feb 2003
 PDF, 144K 


· 
            Foundation Annual Report 2001 26 Feb 2002" \t "_blank" 
EDS Foundation Annual Report 2001 26 Feb 2002
 PDF, 188K 


· 
            Foundation Annual Report 2000 06 April 2001" \t "_blank" 
EDS Foundation Annual Report 2000 06 April 2001
 PDF, 158K 

 

